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Liaisons Present:  Janet Appenzeller-Wing, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE); Bob Gamble, Nye County; Christine Andres, 
Representative for Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 

Technical Support Staff:  Jennifer Ward, Graduate Student, UNLV 

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE):  Kelly Snyder, Deputy Designated Federal Officer (DDFO); Gary Pyles, DOE Sub-Project 
Director; Bill Wilborn, DOE Sub-Project Director 

CAB Facilitator:  Rosemary Rehfeldt, Navarro Research and Engineering, Inc. 

Public Present:  Jenny Chapman, Desert Research Institute; Roger McRae, Pahrump, NV; Ernie Williams, Las Vegas, NV 
 
 
Agenda 

• Chair’s Opening Remarks  Dave Hermann  

• Approval of Agenda 

• Approval of resignation of Joe Boylan 
 

• Public Comment 

• Update on letter from Nevada’s Attorney General to DOE  Janet Appenzeller-Wing, DOE 

• Presentation: Transuranic Waste (TRU) Update  Gary Pyles, DOE 

• Presentation: Underground Test Area (UGTA) Update  Bill Wilborn, DOE 

• Committee Updates 

• Budget  
� FY 2009 Committee Work Plan for Board Approval 

� Environmental Management Public Involvement Review         Walt Wegst 
Effort (EMPIRE) 
� FY 2009 Committee Work Plan for Board Approval 

� Outreach                     Hal Sullivan 
� FY 2009 Committee Work Plan for Board Approval 
� Committee Recommendation Letter for Board Approval 

� Transportation/Waste                     Ted Oom 
� FY 2009 Committee Work Plan for Board Approval 
� Committee Recommendation Letter for Board Approval 

� Underground Test Area (UGTA)              Bob Gatliff 
� FY 2009 Committee Work Plan for Board Approval 

 

• Voting and Committee Sign-Up – 15 Minute Break 
 

FULL BOARD MEETING MINUTES – September 10, 2008 
 
Location:  Atomic Testing Museum, Frank Rogers Auditorium 
755 East Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, Nevada 89119 
 
CAB Members Present:  David Hermann, Chair; Walter Wegst, Vice Chair; 
Kathy Bienenstein; Bob Gatliff; Robert Johnson; Bill Lindsey; John McGrail; 
Vernell McNeal; Ted Oom; Jackson Ramsey; Ted Schweitzer; Ron Salzano 
(via conference call); Herb Spiegel; Hal Sullivan; Jim Weeks 
 
CAB Members Not Present:  Joe Boylan; Lee Geiser, Stacy Standley 
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• DOE Update         Kelly Snyder 
� Nevada Test Site Tour Update 
� CAB Survey Results 

 

• Other CAB Business 
� Board Chair and Vice Chair Election       Rosemary Rehfeldt 

� Committee Chair Election        Rosemary Rehfeldt 

� EM Site Specific Advisory Board Chairs Meeting Update    Dave Hermann 
� Top 3 Issues 
� Outreach:  roundtable discussion – annual reports, recruitment, surveys 

� November 12, 2008 Full Board Meeting      Dave Hermann 
� Location 
� Suggested Briefing        Kelly Snyder 

� RadWaste Summit Update       Ted Oom 
 

• August and September State of Nevada Notifications          Rosemary Rehfeldt 
 

• Meeting Wrap-Up / Assessment              Rosemary Rehfeldt 

 
 

Approval of Agenda 

Dave Hermann asked for a motion for approval of the meeting agenda. Ted Oom moved for approval, seconded by Vernell 
McNeal.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Public Comment 

No comment. 

 
Update on letter from Nevada’s Attorney General to DOE:  Janet Appenzeller-Wing notified the Board that the State of 
Nevada has asked that no new mixed low-level waste (MLLW) streams be disposed at the Nevada Test Site (NTS) until federal 
land withdrawal issues are resolved with the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI).  Ms. Appenzeller-Wing clarified what the 
term “land withdrawal” means, and explained that the federal government withdraws public land for federal government uses.  
The NTS lands are withdrawn through the DOI.  A meeting between the DOE, the National Nuclear Security Administration 
(NNSA), and the State of Nevada is currently being planned. 
 
Presentation:  Transuranic Waste (TRU) Update:  Gary Pyles presented the Board with a TRU update presentation.  The 
update included the following information: 

� Legacy TRU Waste Background 
� Drum Disposal Path 
� Oversized Boxes Disposal Path 
� Visual Examination and Repackaging (VERB) Building 
� TRU Sub-Project Status 
� Transportation 
� VERB and TRU Pad Cover Building – Decontamination and Decommissioning 
� Spheres Disposal Path 

 
Presentation:  Underground Test Area (UGTA) Update:  Bill Wilborn presented the Board with an UGTA update 
presentation.  The update included the following information: 

� Central and Western Pahute Mesa, Corrective Action Unit (CAU) 101/ 102 – Phase I Completion 
� Corrective Action Investigation Plan (CAIP) Preemptive Review Group 
� Groups Major Priorities 
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� Criteria and Selection Prioritization 
� Wells Prioritized 
� Summary 

 
Details of the above-stated presentations can be viewed on the CAB’s web site at www.ntscab.com. 
 
Committee Updates: 

Budget Committee:  The Budget Committee’s fiscal year (FY) 2009 Committee Work Plan was submitted to the Board for 
approval.  Robert Johnson moved for approval, seconded by Hal Sullivan.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Environmental Management Public Information Review Effort (EMPIRE) Committee:  The committee is in the process of 
reviewing all EM DVDs (videos).  Each video will be reviewed and comments will be compiled to create recommendations for 
DOE to consider if the videos were to be updated.  Once the video review is completed, the EMPIRE committee will begin 
reviewing the DOE Nevada Site Office (NSO) Environmental Management (EM) web site, followed by a review of the CAB’s 
web site.  It was suggested that the EMPIRE and Outreach committees blend together, and members of the EMPIRE 
committee, who are not already serving on the Outreach Committee, become members of the Outreach Committee.  
Additionally, it may be a good idea for Outreach Committee members to attend the last few EMPIRE Committee meetings and 
review the EM videos as well. 

The EMPIRE Committee’s FY 2009 Committee Work Plan was submitted to the Board for approval.  Jim Weeks moved for 
approval, seconded by Kathy Bienenstein.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Outreach Committee:  The Outreach Committee’s FY 2009 Committee Work Plan was submitted to the Board for approval.  
Herb Spiegel moved for approval, seconded by Jim Weeks.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
As explained at the July 9, 2008 Full Board meeting, a recommendation letter was developed regarding the use of Nevada 
Academic Standards being implemented when presenting and using DOE NSO Environmental Management’s Operation Clean 
Desert children’s display and related educational outreach materials.   These standards give school principals and teachers a 
list of what must be taught during the school year.  The committee’s recommendation letter also recommends that, as an 
extension to Operation Clean Desert, the EM Public Involvement staff create and administer a poster contest, with awards 
given for best posters.  The above-mentioned recommendation letter is included in the meeting packets for Board approval.  
The Board unanimously approved the Outreach Committee’s recommendation letter. 
 

Transportation/Waste Committee:  The Transportation/Waste Committee’s FY 2009 Committee Work Plan was submitted to 
the Board for approval.  Hal Sullivan moved for approval, seconded by John McGrail.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ted Oom, Committee Chair, was present at the Transportation/Waste committee meeting on August 20, 2008 via conference 
call.  Therefore, Robert Johnson, Committee Vice Chair, chaired that meeting and gave the update on the transportation study 
being conducted by NSO’s Waste Management team.  Dr. Ruth Weiner with Sandia National Laboratories gave a 
presentation to the committee on the use of RADTRAN modeling software to be used in the study.  RADTRAN is a 
nationally accepted standard computer program that calculates the risk of radiation exposure to individuals and 
populations along the travel route of radioactive waste shipments.  This program incorporates such factors as exposures 
to people during truck rest stops and during truck refueling, and repeated exposures to people who live or work close to 
transportation routes.  The program can also be used to calculate exposure to the driver of the truck.  In addition to 
these exposure pathways, the program can be used to calculate exposures resulting from various accident scenarios. 
 
Dr. Weiner will be assisting Lee Stevens, Transportation Specialist with Navarro Research and Engineering, and the 
DOE Nevada Site Office (NSO), in conducting the transportation study requested by the CAB.  The objective of the 
study is to determine the radiological risk for the routes used by the NTS generators to ship low-level waste (LLW) and 
mixed low-level waste (MLLW) to the Nevada Test Site (NTS).  Once the risk is determined, the routes can be 
compared with the study that was completed in 1996. 
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The NSO is determining what the shipment data will look like based upon historical data from shipments received, and 
working on how this data will be normalized.  The study will focus on the transportation along the NV-160 route. 
 
After the presentation the committee formulated its parameters for the transportation study, which were incorporated 
into its recommendation letter to DOE.  To clarify the information in the letter, Mr. Johnson explained that the CAB is 
recommending that two studies be conducted, and requests that both studies use current adjusted population statistics 
to ensure the recent population increase in southern Nevada is accounted for when using the exposure factors stated 
by Dr. Weiner.  The first study should use the 1996 low-level waste transportation study’s parameters for comparison.  
The second study should utilize the information that came from the Desert Research Institute’s (DRI) PIC array study 
and analyze the following scenarios:  1) accident rates; 2) alternate routes; 3) vehicle density rates.   This 
recommendation letter is included in the Board’s meeting packets for approval.  John McGrail moved for approval of this 
letter, seconded by Kathy Bienenstein.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Underground Test Area (UGTA) Committee: 

Bob Gatliff informed the Board that CAB members (this did not include liaisons or technical staff) were given the opportunity to 
review and comment on the UGTA’s Phase II Corrective Action Investigation Plan (CAIP) for Central and Western Pahute 
Mesa, Nevada Test Site.  This opportunity was provided to CAB members due to the fact that the CAB, particularly the UGTA 
Committee, was instrumental, and fully participated, with the Technical Working Group in portions of the well selection process. 
 The Board’s request for early release, to CAB members only, of the above-mentioned document was included in a letter to 
DOE.  Due to a tight deadline, the letter was not included in the meeting packets, but was unanimously approved by the CAB 
members via e-mail, prior to this Board meeting. 
 
The UGTA Committee’s FY 2009 Committee Work Plan was submitted to the Board for approval.  A discussion ensued on the 
subject of whether or not to hold public meetings in rural communities.  Other than CAB members, public attendance has been 
low at previous rural meetings.  The Board tabled the discussion until the UGTA Committee has had a chance to discuss the 
issue further at their next committee meeting.  The Board decided to keep this item in the committee’s Work Plan.  Hal Sullivan 
moved for approval of the Work Plan, seconded by Vernell McNeal.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
DOE Update:   

� Nevada Test Site Tour:  Kelly Snyder reminded the Board that the NTS Tour is scheduled for Wednesday, October 8, 
2008.  The tour participants will meet at the Nevada Support Facility at 7:00 a.m. on the morning of the tour to receive 
visitor’s badges and board the tour bus.  Ms. Snyder also mentioned that lunch is available for $8.50.  Rosemary Rehfeldt 
informed the Board that another detailed reminder e-mail is forthcoming. 

 
CAB Survey Results:  Kelly Snyder presented the results from an anonymous survey which was given to the CAB members. 
Ms. Snyder explained that the survey results will be used to enhance the support that is provided to the CAB from the DOE, 
CAB support staff, and the CAB’s technical staff.  Details of this survey can be viewed on the CAB’s web site at 
www.ntscab.com. 
 
Other CAB Business 
 
� Voting and Committee Sign-Up:  Committee sign-up sheets were available at the meeting for members and liaisons to 

enter their name for the committee(s) they are interested in participating on in FY 2009.  Voting ballots were turned in to 
Rosemary Rehfeldt and the results of the FY 2009 Board elections are as follows: 
� Board Chair – David Hermann 
� Board Vice Chair – Walter Wegst 
� Budget Committee Chair – Jackson Ramsey 
� EMPIRE Committee Chair – Walter Wegst 
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� Membership Committee Chair – Jackson Ramsey 
� Outreach Committee Chair – Hal Sullivan 
� Transportation/Waste Committee Chair – Ted Oom 
� UGTA Committee Chair – Bob Gatliff 

 
The Board decided that each committee can decide whether or not the committee wishes to have a Vice Chair and to hold 
that election at their next committee meeting. 

 
� Environmental Management (EM) Site Specific Advisory Board (SSAB) Chairs Meeting in Washington, D.C.: 

� Dave Hermann reminded the Board that the next EM SSAB Chairs meeting is scheduled for September 16-17, 2008, 
in Washington, D.C.  Dave Hermann and Walt Wegst will be attending the meeting, along with Rosemary Rehfeldt and 
Kelly Snyder. The Board was asked to identify its “Top Three Issues” and “One Accomplishment” for FY 2008 to 
present to EM Assistant Secretary Rispoli at the SSAB Chairs meeting.  The issues will be presented as follows: 
� Issue #1:  Transportation of radioactive waste to the Nevada Test Site 
� Issue #2:  Underground Test Area FY 2009 drilling program – potential for drilling a CAB-recommended well 
� Issue #3:  Continuing negotiation between DOE and DoD for closure of NSO EM Soils Project cleanup activities of 

plutonium-contaminated soils on the Nevada Test and Training Range (NTTR) 
 
The one major accomplishment that the Board decided to presented will be as follows: 
� CAB’s primary well location recommendation was selected by DOE’s Technical Working Group as one of the sites 

to be drilled in FY 2009 
� First time the CAB/public was given the opportunity to site a well and participate in closed internal meetings 
� Cooperative approach to well siting created a mutually beneficial relationship between DOE and the public 

 
The Board Chair and Vice Chair were also asked to create an outline and provide information for a roundtable 
discussion of the entire SSAB.  The discussion would include the topics of annual reports, recruitment, and surveys, 
which each SSAB reporting the experiences and results of their Board on these issues. 

 
� The next Board meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2008.  The Board decided to hold the meeting in Las Vegas and 

have the DOE and the CAB Office check on several meeting room possibilities.  After Board notification and approval, a 
final meeting room confirmation will be e-mailed to the Board. 

 
� The Board was asked if they would like to have a presentation at their next meeting.  Kelly Snyder suggested several 

possibilities and the Board will determine what topics they would like at a later date. 
 
 
� RadWaste Summit in Las Vegas, Nevada – September 2-5, 2008: 

Ted Oom commented that the Summit was beneficial and a worthwhile event for CAB members to attend.  The information 
provided sparked questions on the topics of compact waste disposal sites, Nuclear Regulatory Commission documents, 
Performance Assessments and depleted uranium disposal.  Kelly Snyder agreed to respond to these questions via e-mail 
to Ted Oom. 
 

 
� August and September State of Nevada Notifications: 

Notifications for Corrective Actions, dated August 6, 2008 and August  27, 2008, were included in the Board meeting 
packets.  The DOE will submit, to the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP), final Corrective Action 
Decision Documents (CADDs), CADD/Corrective Action Plans (CAPs), CADD/Closure Reports (CRs), Streamlined 
Approach for Environmental Restoration (SAFER) Work Plans, proposing closure-in-place; or a Post Closure Inspection 
Report (PCIR) for the following Corrective Action Units (CAUs): 
 

 
      CAU Number  CAU Description   Approximate Submittal Date 

CAU 107  Low Impact Soil Sites  September 30, 2008 
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Comments regarding these decision documents are to be submitted to Tim Murphy (NDEP) within 30 days of the 
document’s release.  If needed, Rosemary Rehfeldt will provide the Board with additional information on the Corrective 
Action report. 

 
Additionally, a list of all documents submitted to the Public Reading Room within the last 30 days is included in this 
Notification. These include CADDs, CAPs, CRs, SAFER Plans, PCIR’s and CAIPs.   They are as follows: 

 
CAU Number CAU Description     Document Approximate Submittal Date 
CAU 134  Aboveground Storage Tanks   SAFER Plan July 2, 2008 
CAU 130  Storage Tanks     SAFER Plan July 31, 2008 
CAU 400  Bomblet Pit and Five Points Landfill (TTR)  PCIR  July 31, 2008 
CAU 404  Roller Coaster Lagoons and Trench (TTR)  PCIR  July 31, 2008 
CAU 407  Roller Coaster RadSafe Area (TTR)  PCIR  July 31, 2008 
CAU 423  Area 3 Underground Discharge Point, Bldg. 0360 PCIR  July 31, 2008 
CAU 424  Area 3 Landfill Complexes (TTR)   PCIR  July 31, 2008 
CAU 426  Cactus Spring Waste Trenches (TTR)  PCIR  July 31, 2008 
CAU 427  Area 3 Septic Waste Systems 2, 6 (TTR)  PCIR  July 31, 2008 
CAU 453  Area 9 UXO Landfill (TTR)   PCIR  July 31, 2008 
CAU 487  Thunderwell Site (TTR)    PCIR  July 31, 2008 
 
Requests for documents can be made to Rosemary Rehfeldt at the CAB Office. 

 
 
 
With all CAB business concluded, Dave Hermann put forth a request for motion to adjourn.  Ted Oom moved, seconded by 
Vernell McNeal, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 P.M. 
 


