
  MEETING MINUTES 
  Outreach Committee 

 
 January 10, 2008 – Pahrump, Nevada 
 

Members Present:  Walter Wegst, Chair; Vernell McNeal,  
 
Members not Present:  Paul Adras, Hal Sullivan 

 
 Department of Energy:  Kelly Snyder, DDFO 
 

Support Staff:  Helen Neill, University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas (UNLV); Rosemary Rehfeldt, Navarro Research and 
Engineering, Inc.; Jennifer Ward, Graduate Student, UNLV 

 
 
Walt Wegst chaired the meeting in the absence of Hal Sullivan.  Dr. Wegst presented to the 
meeting attendees his understanding of the committee’s purpose, which is to create science-
related lesson plans and kits for use by teachers in the classroom.  Items in the meeting packet 
included two Environmental Management brochures on outreach, a brochure on the Oak Ridge 
CAB “Stewardship Education Resource Kit,” and a draft letter to the Nye County School District, 
explaining the CAB’s Outreach Committee and its interest in educational outreach to rural 
communities. 
 
The meeting participants determined the committee would focus on the 5th and 6th grade level.  
Helen Neill mentioned that there are a lot of interesting and educational things online for kids, 
that teachers appreciated being able to download lessons for free, and that the Outreach 
Committee lessons can be a supplement to the teacher’s curriculum.  Kelly Snyder told the 
committee that the Nevada Test Site website has a “Kid’s Zone.” 
 
A discussion was held regarding including lessons on basic science.  The group decided that 
lesson plans must be backed by appropriate credentials.  It was decided that more research is 
needed by the committee regarding what lesson plans teachers can use and if they need 
approval/endorsement by school officials. 
 
A concern was expressed regarding the Outreach Committee meeting attendance turnout, and 
the time that is needed by the CAB to commit to working on such a time-consuming project.  
Since all of the committee members live in Las Vegas, it was decided that committee meetings 
should be held there.  The group also decided to ask the Full Board who would be willing to take 
on the commitment of creating work plans and working with the rural communities. 
 
The Outreach Committee would like to know what some of the other Site Specific Advisory 
Boards have done for community outreach.  Dr. Wegst said that he would bring this subject up 
at the next Site-Specific Advisory Board (SSAB) conference call on January 31, 2008.  He will 
request a conference call with other SSAB’s so ideas can be shred about outreach strategies. 
 
Ms. Snyder noted funding was not available for this fiscal year to create “kits” for schools.  Dr. 
Neill suggested placing fact sheets and lesson plans on the CAB website.  Ms. Snyder said that 
this was possible. 
 



Dr. Wegst said that he would talk to Hal Sullivan, the committee chair, and update him on what 
the committee discussed.  The committee agreed to wait until after the SSAB conference call on 
January 31st to schedule the next committee meeting.  Ms. Snyder mentioned that the next 
SSAB Chairs Meeting was at the Hanford site in Washington, and that we may have an 
opportunity to talk in person about outreach strategies with CAB members from other DOE 
sites.   
 
All committee members agreed to postpone sending a letter to the Nye County School District at 
this time. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 


