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Environmental Management’s (EM) Monthly Report to the NSSAB 
December 2010 

 
Low-Level Waste (LLW) 
Activities (November) 

• As of November 28, 2010, the cumulative LLW volume received for FY 2011 is 346,725 ft³ in 
423 shipments.  The cumulative mixed low-level waste (MLLW) volume received for FY 2011 
is 8,375 ft³ in 24 shipments.  (While some of these wastes streams are American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funded at the generator site, the LLW Sub-Project will not receive 
any ARRA funding this fiscal year for disposal of the generators’ waste streams.) 

• LLW Operations has worked 88,508 hours since its last lost-time accident (September 23, 2009).  
• Radioactive Waste Acceptance Program (RWAP) personnel conducted two (2) unannounced 

facility evaluations (FEs).  One FE was conducted at the Paducah, KY generator site, and the 
other FE was conducted at the Brookhaven, NY generator site.  There were no corrective action 
requests.   

• Construction of the new mixed waste disposal unit is complete.  The Nevada Site Office (NSO), 
the NSO Contractor, and the State of Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) are 
in the process of conducting a management self-assessment to be completed in December.  This 
self-assessment will ensure the unit is ready for use, the permit requirements will be met, and the 
personnel are adequately trained to operate the new unit.   

• In response to the  September 20, 2010 Princeton LLW generator's transportation violation of  
the Nevada National Security Site (NNSS) Waste Acceptance Criteria, Princeton provided a 
Corrective Action Plan (CAP) to RWAP.  RWAP has communicated acceptance of the CAP and 
is awaiting objective evidence of implementation before closing the Corrective Action Request. 

• On November 4, 2010, RWAP, the NSO, NDEP, and the EM Consolidated Business Center 
participated in a workshop resulting in DOE participation on every RWAP facility 
audit/surveillance.  The RWAP FE schedule was finalized and DOE personnel were assigned to 
the remaining RWAP evaluations for this fiscal year. 

 
Planned Activities (December) 

• The LLW Sub-Project expects to receive approximately 173,000 ft³ of LLW and MLLW for 
disposal. (While some of these wastes streams are ARRA funded at the generator site, the LLW 
Sub-Project will not receive any ARRA funding this fiscal year for disposal of the generators’ 
waste streams.) 

• NSO Waste Management Project representatives will attend the Perma-Fix Mixed and Low-
Level Waste Management Forum scheduled December 6-11, 2010 in Nashville, TN.  They will 
exhibit a display on the new Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) permitted mixed 
low-level waste disposal and storage units at the Area 5 Radioactive Waste Management Site. 

 
 
 
Underground Test Area (UGTA) 
Activities (November) 
Frenchman Flat 

• No current activity 
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Pahute Mesa 
• Continued work on well completion reports for ER-EC-12, ER-20-4, and ER-EC-13. 
• Continued work on Geology Analysis and Evaluation. 
• Submitted final version of Well Completion Report for ER-EC-11 to Nevada Site Office for 

approval to publish. 
• Completed construction of the ER-EC-15 well. 
• Began demobilization from the ER-EC-15 site, the last well for this drilling campaign. 
• Completed well development and testing of the ER-20-8#2 well. 
• Completed annotated outline of Corrective Action Decision Document/Corrective Action Plan 

(CADD/CAP) for NDEP review. 
 
Yucca Flat 

• Continued flow and transport model analysis and evaluation. 
 
Rainier Mesa/Shoshone Mountain 

• Continued flow and transport model analysis and evaluation. 
 
Planned Activities (December) 
Frenchman Flat 

• Begin interpretation of surface magnetometer survey. 
• Begin preparation of CADD/CAP. 

 
Pahute Mesa 

• Continue work on well completion reports for ER-20-4, ER-EC-12, ER-EC-13, and ER-EC-15. 
• Continue work on Geology Analysis and Evaluation. 
• Publish final Well Completion Report for ER-EC-11.  
• Publish final Well Completion Report for wells ER-20-8 and ER-20-8 #2.  
• Complete demobilization from the ER-EC-15 site. 
• Install bridge plugs in the ER-EC-15 well. 

 
Yucca Flat 

• Complete flow and transport model analysis and evaluation. 
 
Rainier Mesa/Shoshone Mountain 

• Continue flow and transport model analysis and evaluation 
 

Industrial Sites: 

Activities (November) 
• Corrective Action Unit (CAU) 114, Area 25 Engine Maintenance, Assembly, and Disassembly 

(EMAD) Facility 
o Continued evaporation basin monitoring 

• CAU 116, Area 25 Test Cell C Facility 
o Continued field remediation activities 
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• CAU 117, Area 26 Pluto Disassembly Facility 
o Completed demolition of the building and continued shipping demolition debris (funded 

by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act [ARRA])  
• CAU 539, Railroad Tracks 

o Completed pre-field planning and initiated fieldwork activities 
• CAU 544, Cellars, Mud Pits, and Oil Spills 

o Completed pre-field planning activities 
• CAU 566, EMAD Compound 

o Continued fieldwork activities 
 

Planned Activities (December) 
• CAUs 90, 92, 110 and 112 

o Perform post-closure RCRA inspections 
• CAU 114, Area 25 EMAD Facility 

o Dispose of evaporation basin residue 
• CAU 116, Area 25 Test Cell C Facility 

o Continue field remediation activities 
• CAU 117, Area 26 Pluto Disassembly Facility 

o Continue shipping demolition debris (funded by the ARRA) 
• CAU 539, Railroad Tracks 

o Complete fieldwork activities 
• CAU 544, Cellars, Mud Pits, and Oil Spills 

o Perform and complete required field activities 
• CAU 566, EMAD Compound 

o Continue fieldwork activities 
 
Soils: 
Activities (November) 

• CAU 106, Areas 5, 11 Frenchman Flat Atmospheric Sites 
o Continued field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 

• CAU 367, Area 10 Sedan, Ess and Uncle Unit Craters 
o Completed field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 

• CAU 372, Area 20 Cabriolet/Palanquin Unit Craters 
o Continued field investigation activities 

• CAU 374, Area 20 Schooner Unit Crater 
o Continued field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 

• CAU 375, Area 30 Buggy Unit Craters 
o Continued field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA)  

Planned Activities (December)  
• CAU 106, Areas 5, 11 Frenchman Flat Atmospheric Sites 

o Continue field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 
o CAU 365, Baneberry Contamination Area (funded by the ARRA) 
o Begin field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 
o Submit final CAIP to NNSA by 12/13/2010 
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• CAU 372, Area 20 Cabriolet/Palanquin Unit Craters 
o Continue field investigation activities 

• CAU 374, Area 20 Schooner Unit Crater 
o Continue field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 

• CAU 375, Area 30 Buggy Unit Craters 
o Continue field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 

 
Public Involvement: 
Activities (November) 

• Provided Groundwater at the Nevada Test Site poster, Groundwater Qs & As, and an updated 
Environmental Management fact sheet booklet to the Amargosa Valley Library. 

• Continued exhibit of Operation Clean Desert display in the Las Vegas Public Reading Room. 
• Continued display of the Groundwater at the Nevada Test Site poster in the Beatty library. 
• Published two (2) EM News Flash articles on the Engine Maintenance Assembly and 

Disassembly (EMAD) locomotive donation to the Nevada State Railroad Museum, and Pahute 
Mesa groundwater drilling. 

• Supported the NSSAB Industrial Site and Soils Committees joint meeting on November 2. 
• Supported the NSSAB Full Board meeting November 10. 
• Industrial Sites staff escorted Beatty Town Board members to the Nevada National Security Site 

November 13 to view the locomotives located near the EMAD facility.  The Beatty Town Board 
is considering acquiring one of the locomotives. 

• Public Involvement staff and Assistant Manager for Environmental Management participated in 
West Career & Technical Academy’s initial Engineering Advisory Board meeting to discuss 
suggestions for engineering curriculum development. 
 

Planned Activities (December) 
• Continue exhibit of Operation Clean Desert display in the Las Vegas Public Reading Room. 
• Replace the Groundwater at the Nevada Test Site poster in the Beatty library with an Operation 

Clean Desert poster, activity books, and computer games. 
• Support the NSSAB Industrial Sites and Soils Committees joint meeting on December 13. 

 


